
Gurgadi Divas of Siri Guru Granth Sahib

To correctly determine the Gurgadi Divas of Siri Guru Granth Sahib, we have to first

ascertain the correct date of Joti Jot of Guru Gobind Singh Sahib.

The data for Parkash, Gurgadi and Joti Jot of Guru Sahibaan was collected and
consolidated by me while working on the Nanakshahi calendar. The following is part of
the table concerning JotiJot date of Guru Gobind Singh Sahib.

Guru Gobind Singh Sahib - Joti Jot Date

Source Lunar Date Solar Datc DaY

Gurbilas P. 6 Katik Sudi 5, 1765 Thursday

Gurbilas p. 10 Katik Sudi 5,1765 Thursday

Siri Gur Sobha Katik Sudi 5, 1765

Gurbansavali I Katik Sudi 5,1765 Thursday

Bansavli Namah Katik Sudi 5, 1766 Sunday
Chhibcr
Gurparnali 2 Katik Sudi 5,1765 Monday

Gurparnali 3 Katik Sudi 5,1765

Gurparnali 4 Katik Sudi 5, 1765

Gurparnalika 5 Katik Sudi 5,1765 Thursday

Gurparnali 6 Katik Sudi 5, 1765 Thursday

Gurparnali 7 Katik Sudi 5, 1765

Gurparnali 8 Katik Sudi 5,1765

Gurparnli 9 Katik Sudi 5,1765

Gurparnali  l0 Katik Sudi 5,1765

Gurvans Darpan Katik Sudi 5,1765
Pattar
Shudh Gurparnali - Katik Sudi 5, 1765 6 Katik Thursday
SGPC
Mehma Parkash Katik Sudi 5,1765 Thursday

Suraj Parkash Katik Sudi 5,1765 Thursday

Suraj Parkash Katik Sudi 5,1765
(prose)
Gurmat Rahit Katik Sudi 5,1765
Maryada
Gurbani Paath Katik Sudi 5,1765
Darpan
Panth Parkash Katik Sudi 5

Giani Sardul Singh Katik Sudi 5, 1765 Thursday

BhaiKahn Singh Katik Sudi 5,1765 8 Katik
Nabha
S. Karam Singh Katik Sudi 5,1765 8 Katik Thursday



Historian
Giani Sohan Singh Katik Sudi 5, 1765 8 Katik Thursday
Seetal
Dr. Ganda Singh Katik Sudi 5,1765 6 Katik
(Urdu Jantri)
Dr. Ganda Singh Katik Sudi 5,1765

Prof Sahib Singh Katik Sudi 5,1765 6 Katik

SGPC Diary 1991 Katik Sudi 5,1765

From the above table it is clear that there is almost unanimity on Katik Sudi 5, 176-5

Bikrami as the Joti Jot date. Only Kesar Singh Chhiber's Bansavli Namah gives 1766

Bikrami as the year. This discrepancy can bc resolvcd easily. The era of the Bikrami

calendar gives completed years. However, some authors seem to have written some dates

according to the ycar that is currcnt. Apparently Chibber has given the year as 'current'

that converts to 1765 BK completed. When we say that in October 2001 it is Bikrami

2058, we really mean that 2058 years of the Bikrami Samvat were completed when thc

Bikrami year started in 2001 CE, and 2059 is current.

Now, the solar date, which is given as 6 Katik or 8 Katik. Authors giving 8 Katik havc

followed Karam Singh Historian, and those giving 6 Katik have followed Dr. Ganda

Singh who used Kannupillai's Indian Ephcmeris. Both the dates of 8 Katik and 6 Katik

are wrong for the following reasons.

For solar dates Swamipillai's Ephemeris does not apply to Punjab. Almost half the dates

are out by I day if we check them against Punjab Jantrees. Dr. Ganda Singh converted

the dates using this ephemeris without adjustment of I day where it was nccded. If this

adjustment had been made then the date would have been given as 7 Katik.

In "Gurpurab Nirnaya (Punjabi) p.177) Karam Singh Historian has made an error in

converting Katik Sudi 5 to 8 Katik. In somc calculations he has failed to add carry over

of 'l ', and in each such case his converted datc is out by l. If that correction is made

then the converted date becomes 7 Katik.

Equivalent dates of Katik Sudi 5' 1765 BK

Katik 7,1765 BK (Jantri 500 years - Pal Singh Purewal)

October 7,1708.

Thursday

Now, let us consider the date of Gurgadi of Siri Guru Granth Sahib



Most sources give the Gurgaddi Divas as either one day or two days before Joti Jot of
Guru Gobind Singh Sahib, or on the same day.

Same day

Bansavli Namah - Bhai Kesar Singh Chhibber, edited Piara Singh Padam, p. 189- 190,
Singh Brothers Amritsar, 1997

Gurbilas Patshahi l0 - Sukha Sineh

Twarikh Guru Khalsa - Giani Gian Singh

One day before

Bhai Sarup Singh Kaushik, Guru Kian Sakhian, edited Piara Singh Padam, p.200-202,
Singh Brothers Amritsar, l99l

Sikhs in History - Dr. Sangat Singh, Katik sudi 4, October 5, l708CE, citing Bhat Vahi
Talunda Pargana Jind, and Bhat Vahi Bhadson, Pargana Thanesr.

Two days before

Panth Parkash - Giani Gian Singh give Katik sudi 3, ie 2 days before Joti Jot.

The date of Katik Sudi 2, as currently given and printed on the printed Saroops of
Siri Guru Granth Sahib, is 3 days prior to Joti Jot date and is a later interpolation
as a result of Brahminical influence. Katik Sudi 2 is Tikka Bhai Dooj - a Hindu
festival.

For Nanakshahi calendar we have used the date given in Bhat Vahis, which also give

the day as Wednesday, which is one day before Joti Jot day.

Then the Gurgadi date is:

Katik Sudi 4, 1765 Bikrami

Katik 6

6 October, 1708 CE (Julian)

Wednesday

These days International Community uses the Gregorian calendar, which is different from

the Julian calendar. The 6th Octobei of Julian in this century occurs on l9'r'October of



Gregorian. In the next century it will occur on 20t" October and in the century after on
2l" October. It will go on shifting. Like Bikrami calendar, its months also shift in seasons
but at a slower rate than those of the Bikrami Calendar.

In Nanakshahi Calendar for Gurpurab Dates we have discarded thc Julian date of the
Common Era, and lunar (sudi / vadi) date of the Bikrami Calendar. Sudi/ vadi dates of
Gurpurabs oscillate drastically from year to year, because of the lunar year being shorter
than the solar year by about l1 days, and because of introduction of extra month
(malrnaas) every two or three years. There was an extra month of Jeth in 1999 CE, and
there is an extra month of Assu during this year. This extra month pushes the dates
further l8 or 19 days in the Common E,ra calendar as compared to the dates in the
previous year. Because of this, Katik Pooranmashi this year has been pushed to 30
November. Never in history'Katik Pooranmashihas occurrcd as latc as this. This is why
we have discarded the sudi / vadi criteria for Gurpurabs.

We have accepted 6 Katik, the original dateo as the correct date of Gurgadi Divas of
Siri Guru Granth Sahib. In Nanakshahi Calendar, 6 Katik shall always occur on
20th october, while in Bikrami calendar it will gradualry go on shifting.

I must point out herc that 6 Katik of BikramiCalcndar willnot bc on 20'r'Octobcr for thc
simple reason that the 'sangrands'of the two calendars do not occur on thc same day.
While the'sangrand'of thc Bikrami Calcndar is based on entrance of sun into signs of the
zodiac (rasis), in Nanakshahi Calcndar there is no such criterion - 'sangrands - day I of
the month'have nothing to do with'rasis'. The length of months in Bikrami Calendar
varies from29 to 32 days, while in Nanakshahi Calendar it is 30 to 31 days. That makcs
the'sangrands'differ. Moreovcr the sangrands in Bikrami Calcndar will go on drifting in
Common Era Calendar, but in Nanakshahi Calendar they are fixed in rclation to CE
Calendar. Even in Bikrami Calendar, at least four'sangrands'given in Jantrces calculated
according to Surya Sidhanta difler from those calculated according to 'Drik Ganita'.
Eventually, all'sangrands'will differ in the two systems. This may be checkcd by
comparing any Jantree published in Punjab according to 'Drik Ganita', and any'panchang'
published in UP according to 'Surya Sidhanta'. In fact, this ycar Katik 'sangrand' in the
two systems differs by I day. So, we should care less on what dates of cE the'sangrands'of Bikrami Calendar occur - a Calendar that has mostly been discarded by the
panth.

Pal Singh Purewal

Please direct any queries on the subject to pspurewal@yahoo.com, and also more
information on Nanakshahi Calendar may bc found at the site:
http ://www.geocities.com/pspurewaVPu rewal.html
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